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Overview
This course is designed to complete the requirements set forth by the International Baccalaureate (IB) chemistry program and will involve a more detailed investigation into many of the ideas and concepts that were introduced in your first year of chemistry. Students who successfully complete this course should feel well prepared to take the standard level (SL) IB chemistry exam.  Topics to be covered include quantitative chemistry, kinetics, equilibrium, redox reactions, periodicity and bonding, and organic chemistry. Whether you are taking the IB Chemistry exam at the end of the year or not, EVERYONE will complete the same curriculum, the same labs, the same tests and be assessed at the same level.
This course relies heavily on material learned in advanced chemistry and to the extent possible you should study your old notes, tests, quizzes, and labs that go along with each unit.   At the beginning of a unit an outline will be provided with a schedule of suggested reading, homework assignments and labs.  Pay special attention to labs, as proper attire is required.  Homework will frequently involve online problems sets and lab write-ups.  
 Course materials:
	Textbook
	Internet access: Some of your assignments will be web based. Your IA lab write-ups must be typed.
	Calculator: You will need a scientific calculator for this class.
	Notebook: You need to maintain a 3-ring notebook for chemistry. You MUST keep all labs.  Note: If you plan on taking the IB exam, you will need to save all lab reports to be submitted in March for your internal assessment grade.

	White board pen: for practice work

Grading
	Grade weights							Grading Scale
	Tests/ quizzes		50%					100 – 90  = A
	Labs				35%					89.9 – 80 = B
	Practice, participation						79.9 – 70 = C
	And peer teaching*		15%					69.9 – 60 = D
										59.9 -       = F
	*Peer teaching: 3 hours per semester, either individual tutoring or Wednesday “Chemistry Parties” after school from 3-4:30
Attendance
Check:
Google Calendar
With a friend
With me by e-mail
The folders in class
Get work in advance for planned absences
Find out what you missed using Google calendar, a friend, coming to see me the next day even when I don’t see you, send an email, etc.  Folders in the classroom will contain handouts you need.
Download and do whatever make-up work is necessary before you come back to class so you don’t get behind.
Turn in the homework along with everyone else.
Schedule a time to make-up quizzes, tests or labs. You must make-up these within one week or you lose the opportunity for feedback on labs and any retake opportunities.

Assigned work and Cheating Policies
Daily Assignments: Content knowledge practice assignments will be given daily. Although a grade will not be assigned to this type of work individually, it will be used to help the student and teacher determine progress towards the unit objectives and preparedness for the unit assessment.  ALL WORK SHOULD BE KEPT IN YOUR 3-RINGED BINDER AND BROUGHT TO CLASS EACH DAY. Completing all assignments is integral to becoming proficient in IB Chemistry. 

Help: When you have questions, you are encouraged to communicate and collaborate with your peers in such a manner that the experience is beneficial to both of you.  You should also seek help from me before school, after school, during extended passing periods, and via e-mail (plan for appropriate turn-around time).
Quality of work:
All assignments must meet the following requirements to receive full credit:
Work must be neat and legible
Work must be written in dark pencil, BLUE or BLACK ink only.
Work must have a proper heading that includes your name and assignment title.
All assignments must be thoroughly completed and all work shown for any calculated answer.
Note: Showing all work is vital to clearly demonstrate a student’s thinking, understanding, and sequence of steps followed. Please be aware: NO WORK = NO CREDIT!!
Cheating Policy: In this class, cheating can look like a number of different acts in different scenarios:   
	Copying a classmate’ s work

Letting someone copy from you
Copying answers from the textbook or any other source
Getting lab data without actually participating in the lab
Turning in work that is nearly identical to another student’s work. (Even when you work with another student, your work should be individual, so labs and other assignments should be significantly different than your partner’s work.) THIS INCLUDES LAB CONCLUSIONS!
Using unapproved notes or cheat sheets during tests or quizzes
Submitting information from books, internet, parents, etc. and not giving credit to the originator(s)
Jeopardizing the integrity of a test or stealing a test that should remain in the room
Anytime a student displays a form of academic dishonesty; he/she will receive a zero on that piece of work, without the opportunity to do make-up work.   I will notify parents and place referrals in student files in the event that a student cheats during a test or major assignment. 

Behavior and expectations
Food and drink are not to be consumed in class. This is a health issue in a science classroom (especially in a chemistry lab) and I am not lenient about it. Water is permitted except during labs.
Participation is expected and class work should not be considered optional. If you are sick or too tired for class, then see the nurse and go home. Be willing to work with anyone in the classroom. Collaborate in a meaningful way.
Computers are to be used only for assigned science class work. 
Check Google calendar and announcements regularly
Maintain your integrity throughout the year.  If you have trouble completing assignments because of workload issues beyond your control, see me.  Don’t do something that compromises your integrity.
Turn in work on time (10% per day late penalty will be assessed)

I am very serious about making my classroom a safe place. Different activities require different sets of ground rules.  If a student is EVER unsure about what to do in class, he/she should ASK.  For everyone’s sake, I require complete attention whenever directions are being given (orally and/or visually.)   Labs will be done safely.  Those who cannot listen and follow instructions will sit out with a grade of 0 for the lab.   The same rule applies to the use of goggles--when directed you MUST wear them.  There are a lot of reasons why people get blinded. A lab accident is not a good one, especially when eye protection is available.  
Equipment broken through carelessness or improper use will be billed to you.  For safety reasons students who repeatedly do not follow directions cannot stay in chemistry.  In the event you exhibit a pattern of lab activity that is destructive to equipment or threatens the safety of others, I will request the administration to drop you from class with the grade of “F.”  I will take the same course of action in extreme individual cases of dangerous behavior.


 Consequences for Non-compliance: 
 You can count on the fact I will be fair.  I truly hope there will be few or no opportunities to discuss these matters. In the event that there is, I will adhere to school and district policy to deal with any problems that may arise.  I will communicate with you about difficulties as they occur, and I will treat you with respect.  I will listen to your side of any dispute. Communication is a two-way street--I expect you to give me the same courtesy and let me know when you are having problems.  I want to make sure school is a place for you to succeed.
 
 Please detach the bottom portion, sign and return.
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
“I have read the above information and now understand the behaviors and expectations that students will be held responsible for in IB Chemistry class.”
 
Student Name (printed) 						 
 
													 
Student Signature									Date
 
													 
Parent Signature									Date 

________________________________		_________________________________
Parent e-mail						Phone number 

